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Over 50 years of working for retired teachers in Kane County to . . .

★ use our influence for the passage of favorable legislation in Springfield, Illinois and Washington, D. C.
★ improve our communication channels for more effective member participation
★ keep our membership informed of current Teachers’ Retirement System changes

 

AARTAReader
     

  Aurora Area Retired Teachers’ Association

AARTA Representatives at the 2013 IRTA Convention
Meg Safarik, Linda Allison, Sue Fitzsimons, Jerry Lubshina, Margaret Nickerson, Ron Nickerson

On October 21 and 22, six of your officers attended the 
biennial IRTA convention in Springfield. We received a lot 
of interesting and informative updates regarding a range 
of topics. First, I was pleased and proud that  one of our 
own hardworking officers, treasurer Meg Safarik, was 
honored for her service to AARTA and IRTA. Meg 
performs multiple jobs, most behind the scenes, that make 
AARTA a vibrant and meaningful organization. We are all 
proud of her and know that she will do a great job as she 
takes over the presidency in January.
 
On another front, we learned much about the political 
football that is called “pension reform,” although almost 
all legislators believe that  must mean pension reduction. 
We were informed by our IRTA leadership of what 
reductions will mean for all of us. They explained ways 
how IRTA is keeping on top of all the proposals in the 
legislature, and they are trying to propose other avenues 
which should be pursued instead of reductions. Not  the 
least of these is the constitutional issue regarding pension 
protection as stated in the Illinois Constitution. A lawyer 
from a high powered law firm that  IRTA is currently 
working with cited case law and the intent  of the 
constitutional convention regarding the protection of 
pension agreements, and they believe both of these 
support  our side against any kind of reduction. There are 
revenue sources that  IRTA supports that are not currently 

being discussed by lawmakers and will not be discussed in 
this session. We all need to be vigilant  about what is being 
proposed and offer support  against  these attacks on our 
benefits when called upon to do so. We need to contact 
our legislators regularly to keep them informed of how we 
feel about these issues. Also, the IRTA will require 
significant support from members’ contributions to the 
IRTA PAC and legal defense fund to meet the expense of 
fighting legislation and court  proceedings. I strongly urge 
the support  of these from our members. All retired 
teachers will be impacted by these issues, some severely, 
and we all must hang together. I feel we are very fortunate 
to be competently and forcefully represented by the IRTA.

As president  of AARTA, I am proud and happy to have 
served the organization and its members! Your board and 
officers are hard working, very competent individuals who 
serve, plan, inform, and make our organization strong. 
But, it  is really you, our members, who give me the 
greatest pleasure in being part of AARTA. Thank you all 
for your support, and I hope to greet  each one of you at 
our December 3rd luncheon. This program and meeting is 
always a highlight of our year! I hope you will make it a 
part of your Christmas celebration.

Ron Nickerson

President’s Message



YOUR TRIP TO TRAIL!
 

T – Teacher     T — Total
R – Retirement     R — Retiree
I  – Insurance     A — Advantage
P – Plan      IL —Illinois
      

TRS members who have MEDICARE (A & B) and TRIP coverage may 
need to change to TRAIL. You will not lose Medicare coverage; you 
will continue to pay your the regular Medicare fee in addition to the 
member rate for the new PPO or HMO plan you choose. Those of you 
with Medicare and dependents will stay on TRIP.
Depending on which county you reside in, you have a choice of TRAIL 
coverage — either an HMO or a PPO.
Informative meetings have been scheduled [see information at  left] and 
enrollment materials are being sent out. 
Friday, December 13 — enrollment materials must be  postmarked by 
this date.

TO

     LEGISLATIVE REPORT
While at  the IRTA state convention in Springfield on Monday, October 21 and 
Tuesday, October 22, we six members of AARTA saw how dynamic our state 
association can be.  A few years ago, there was a strong adversity to endorsing 
candidates for office.  The word was: THE IRTA IS NONPARTISAN. A few 
years later, an amendment was passed that local units of IRTA could endorse 
incumbent candidates that were friendly to IRTA goals. Well, at this 
convention, without much argument, two amendments were passed that permit 
IRTA to establish an unbiased process in endorsing legislative candidates 
whether incumbents or challengers, and further, that the IRTA PAC Board of 
Directors can develop a plan for the IRTA PAC Committee to endorse 
candidates for governor. One of the major reasons for these changes is that 
when trying to gain knowledge of candidates’ stand on issues, if a candidate is 
told that  IRTA does not endorse, the candidate sees no reason to provide the 
information. For further legislative information, read our President Ron’s 
letter.

Submitted by Jerry Lubshina, 
Legislative Committee

Legislative Contacts
Linda Chapa LaVia
8 E. Galena, Suite 240
Aurora, IL 60506

630.264.6855
chapa-laviali@ilga.gov

Tom Cross
24047 W. Lockport St., Suite 213
Plainfield, IL 60544

815.254.0000
tom@tomcross.com

Kay Hatcher
PO Box 1150
Yorkville, IL 60560

630.553.3223
Iinfo@kayhatcher.us
    
Linda Holmes
13242 S. Rt. 59 #200
Plainfield, IL 60585

815.609.0071
senatorholmes42@gmail.com 

Stephanie A. Kifowit
1677 Montgomery Rd. Ste. 116
Aurora, IL 60504

630.585.1308
stephanie.kifowit@att.net

Jim Oberweis
959 Oak Street
North Aurora, IL 60542

630.800.1992

Tim Schmitz
127 Hamilton St., Suite D
Geneva, IL 60134

630.845.9590
www.timschmitz.org

Join IRTA today!
www.irtaonline.org 

Area Insurance 
Information Meetings

9:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.
Nov. 11 — Romeoville

Recreation Center
Nov. 18 — NIU DeKalb

Sandburg Auditorium
Nov. 19 — NIU Naperville

1120 E. Diehl Rd.
Nov. 21 — Yorkville

Beecher Center
Dec. 2 — Aurora

Aurora Public Library
Eola branch
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As of November 1, we had $5,967.00 in our scholarship fund which 
is administered by the Community Foundation of the Fox River 
Valley. This means that we are more than half way to becoming an 
endowment fund!

Each year $1500 of our dues goes in this fund to be used for our 
annual scholarship. More information about  our scholarship will be 
available at our luncheon meetings and can be found on our 
website. You can also go to the Community Foundation website 
(http://www.communityfoundationfrv.org/) to see our page which 
lists the members we have honored with memorials to our 
scholarship fund.

AARTA Scholarship

 

Warm Fuzzies
We will donate lap blankets to area senior 
centers after our June meeting.

Blankets:
• may be made of any washable 

material
• may be tied, knitted, crocheted or 

quilted
• should be approximately 30-36 

inches wide and 36-48 inches 
long

• will be collected at our meeting 
in June.

AARTA Sportswear 
Price List

These items will be available at 
our next meeting.

★Headgear 
       All caps and sun visors  . . . . . .  $10
Short sleeved T-shirt . . . . . . . med - XL    $10
                                                           2XL   $12
★Long sleeved T-shirts . . . . . .  med - XL   $15
                                                           2XL $17
★Crew Neck Sweatshirts . . . . . .med - XL $20
                                                            2XL $22
★Hooded Sweatshirts . . . . . . . . .med - XL $25
                                                            2XL $27
★Hooded, zippered Sweatshirt  med - XL $35
                                                            2XL  $37

AARTA

News from ASK . . .

Pam Colwell and Yvonne Hollingsworth with staff 
members of Louise White School in Batavia

In October, our school supply donations were given to students at 
Louise White School in Batavia. Our next  collection of school 
supplies will take place in February. Thank you to everyone who has 
contributed to this project. We are helping students and teachers.

At our December lunch, we will 
be collecting winter hats, scarves, 

and mittens for Communities in 
Schools. Our 50/50 proceeds will 
go to the Interfaith Food Pantry.

Join AARTA for 
2014! 

Invite a friend to join.

If you have not sent in 
your membership yet, 
watch for a reminder 

in the mail.

http://www.communityfoundationfrv.org/
http://www.communityfoundationfrv.org/


HEALTH NOTES from FAY WILSON
In Remembrance
Identa Austin November 2, 1913 
- October 8, 2013, taught at Thorton 
Township High School and in 
Yorkville. She was an active 
advocate for senior citizens at the 
local, state and national levels. 
Identa was instrumental in starting 
the Kendall Country Retired 
Teachers’ Association. She donated 
eighty acres of land to the IRTA. 
The profits from the sale of the land 
were used to create the Moler-
Austin Scholarship for Kendall 
County high school graduates 
pursuing a degree in secondary 
education.

 If you know of the death of 
anyone who has ever been 

a member of AARTA, 
 please contact Barb Zillgitt 

(barbzillgitt@earthlink.net or 
630-896-2451).

AARTA remembers each of these members 
with a $15 donation

 to the IRTA Foundation and with 
contributions to our scholarship fund with 

the Community Foundation.

Santa Claus will soon be coming to town to visit  the grandchildren and so 
will germs and viruses! We grandparents need to minimize our risk of 
getting sick:

•Reschedule the visit — avoid the gathering if the child has a 
contagious or severe illness (flu, pneumonia, vomiting, fever, 
cough).

•Practice good hand hygiene frequently — wash hands with warm 
soap and water or alcohol-based hand sanitizer.

•Avoid kisses and face-to-face hugs — save the affection for when 
the illness is over.

•Do not touch your eyes, nose and mouth — teach the kids to not 
touch these areas, also.

•Remind the children about good hygiene — remind them to cough 
or sneeze into a tissue or crook of the elbow, or how to properly 
wash hands.

•Do not share — don't  drink from the same glass/can/cup or share 
eating utensils.

•Be healthy — stay rested.
•Keep vaccines up to date — be sure you and the grandchildren are 
up to date with vaccines, particularly those for pertussis, seasonal 
influenza and pneumonia.

Trips to and from the grandparents’ house are always a thrill, especially 
this time of year. So-o-o, do your best to keep yourselves (AND SANTA) 
chills and pills free! Happy Holiday Celebrations!

Source: Mayo Clinic Health Letter, October 2012      

Remember to get a flu shot!

Visit our website: www.auroraarearetiredteachersassociation.org

Why Teachers Retire
These are actual responses by students.

Genetics explain why you look like your father and if you don’t why you 
should.

Vacuums are nothings. We only mention them to let them 
know we know they’re there.

Some oxygen molecules help fires burn while others help make water, so 
sometimes it’s brother against brother.

To most people solutions mean finding the answers. But to 
chemists solutions are things that are still all mixed up.

Some people can tell what time it is by looking at the sun. But I have never 
been able to make out the numbers.
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Minutes from Our Last General Meeting
October 1, 2003

If your e-mail address has 
changed, e-mail us at 

aurorartdtchrs@hotmail.com 
so we can update our files.

1201120183
Every	  'me	  you	  buy	  something	  or	  

recycle	  ink	  cartridges	  at	  Office	  Depot,	  
anywhere	  in	  the	  country,	  you	  can	  help	  

lower	  prin'ng	  costs	  for	  AARTA.	  

In	  September	  alone,	  we	  saved	  $114	  
with	  our	  rewards	  card	  and	  coupons.

Just	  let	  the	  clerk	  know	  our	  account	  
number	  which	  is	  listed	  above.	  We	  will	  
get	  money	  back—and	  it’s	  all	  legal.

Go-to People
If you need to contact someone from the 
AARTA to share information or solve a 
problem, here are the people that can 
help:

Change of address: Sue Fitzsimons, 
630.896.7419

Change of email address, website: Meg 
Safarik, 630.896.7274

Legislation: Jerry Lubshina, 
630.896.0029, or Linda Allison, 
630.355.0690

Lunch reservations: Ann Luker, 
630.466.4705, or Joanne Hughes, 
630.292.4416

Membership questions: Sue Fitzsimons, 
630.896.7419   

For a membership form, contact Sue or 
go to our website: 
www.auroraarearetiredteachersassociation.org

Missing Readers: email: Meg Safarik, 
630.896.7274; US mail: Barb Zillgitt, 
630-896-2451.   

New members, ASK: Pam Colwell, 
630.897.0057 or Yvonne Hollingsworth, 
630.466.7995

Newsletter items, Warm Fuzzies, 
scholarship fund: Barb Zillgitt, 
630.896.2451; barbzillgitt@earthlink.net 

Programs: Arlene Hawks, 630.986.6001; 
Dick Schindel, 630.898.1307

You may also contact us 
by email at 

aurorartdtchrs@hotmail.com.

The luncheon meeting for October was held at  Gaslite Manor, and 
President  Ron Nickerson welcomed us and called the meeting to order.  
After the Pledge and singing of “God Bless America,” Ed Young gave us 
the “Thought for the Day.”  
Maureen Granger introduced our scholarship winner, Alondra Santiago. 
Alondra thanked us for the scholarship. Then Yvonne Hollingsworth and 
Pam Colwell introduced and welcomed a large group of new retirees.  
Ron explained our relationship to the Community Foundation. He 
announced that we will be honoring our own Meg Safarik at the state 
convention in Springfield later this month.  Barb Zillgitt  explained about 
our “Warm Fuzzies” program for area nursing homes and our ASK 
program for school supplies. Meg Safarik, treasurer, said that  we now have 
$5,144 in our treasury. Jerry Lubshina, our legislative chairman, reported 
that our pensions are still “in limbo.”  Jerry has a petition on a referendum 
about the graduated income tax and also explaining the why of it.  Linda 
Allison encouraged us to use Voter Voice, and she talked about our 
insurance. Sue Fitzsimons explained that she would help people with 
VoterVoice. We have over 300 members, and our dues should be paid by 
December 31, 2013.  
Barb Zillgitt  reported that we have $5,748 in our Community Foundation 
fund which is to go to our endowment.  Our 50/50 raffle also goes to this 
endowment. We have given over 300 Warm Fuzzy blankets to nursing 
homes in the last five years. 
Meg spoke of our website and its importance to all of us. She is welcome 
to any suggestions about  the website. She reminded us that we need correct 
and update e-mail [addresses].  Ron gave a recent report of our nominating 
committee.  Our new slate of officers for 2014 will be: president  — Meg 
Safarik, secretary — Ruth Solomon, and treasurer — Veronica Radowicz.  
Arlene Hawks, program chairperson, spoke of our programs for the 
upcoming year.  We will be having a Drury Lane trip on November 21 to 
see “Hello, Dolly.”  Arlene talked of her involvement with SciTech and the 
need for volunteers there.  Arlene also spoke of a benefit at SciTech on 
Sunday, October 27 and encouraged people to attend.  
Teresa Nugala, Director of Education at SciTech, presented an informative 
program on joints and bones.  Our 50/50 raffle completed the program, and 
proceeds go to the Community Foundation in memory of deceased 
members: Yvonne McElroy, Norma Jean Bowers, Marti Berg, and LaRee 
Jacobson.  
Our next  luncheon meeting will be December 3, 2013, and will be a 
musical program.  President Ron Nickerson adjourned our meeting.
Respectfully submitted,
Margaret Nickerson, Secretary
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November
Kendra Nohl! 1
Anna Sanford! 3
Barbara Worthington! 4
Maureen Granger! 6
Joann Morr! 6
Candy Rady! 7
Sandy Bauer Lay! 8
Alison King! 10
Joanne Cryer! 11
Jo Rydland! 11
Kay Flodstrom ! 12
Pauline Scharf! 14
Richard Fisher! 15
Gloria Jones! 16
Mariam Bailey! 19
Tom Tosaw! 24
Rosa Jackson! 26
LaVerne Taylor! 30

December

SusanSchindel! 3
Art Zillgitt! 3
Meg Safarik! 11
Yvonne Hollingsworth! 14
Dick Schindel! 14
Joann Verdeyen! 14
Kathy Navota! 15
Sandy Flannigan! 22
Patti Kenton! 23
Mary Frazer! 24
Ruth Hogan! 25
Margi Matlock! 25
Jim Mayer! 27
Susan Skelley! 27
Mary Barbee! 31
Merry Carey! 31
Mary Kay Godfrey! 31
Janet Strauss! 31
Ed Young! 31

January

Lorna Morrison! 1
Margaret Hardy! 2
Frank Babich! 4
Elizabeth Moore! 5
Fay Wilson! 11
Marilyn Hagler! 14
Mary Jane McFee! 16
Peggy Hawse! 19
Gloria Goodin! 25
M. C. Byrd! 28
Laurel Haase! 28
Dick Paul ! 29

Happy Birthday!

If you would like to have your birthday 
listed in TheReader, send your 

information to 
aurorartdtchrs@hotmail.com or contact 

Barb Zillgitt at 630-896-2451.

October 
Lunch

PIE BY THE NUMBERS
•36 million — Number of Americans who identify apple pie as their 

favorite

•6 million — Number of American men ages 35 - 54 who have eaten 
the last slice of pie and denied it

•27% — Americans who believe chocolate pie is the most romantic to 
share with someone special

• 1 in 5 — Proportion of Americans who have eaten an entire pie by 
themselves

• 113 million — Number of Americans who have eaten pie for breakfast

• 75 million — Number of Americans who prefer to drink milk with their pie

• 32% — Americans who prefer no crust on top of their pie

• 90% — Americans who agree that a slice of pie represents one of the 
simple pleasures in life

• 9% — Americans who prefer to eat their pie crust first

• 7% — Americans who have passed off a store-bought pie as homemade
American Pie Council
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LUNCHEON RESERVATIONS
Where: Gaslite Manor, 2485 Church Road, Aurora
When: Tuesday, December 3, 12:00
Price: $15.00
Reservation due date: Friday, November 22, 2013

Last name that begins with the letter A through L — 
          Send a check made out to AARTA to: Joanne Hughes, 243 S. Randall Road, Aurora, IL 60506

Last name that begins with M through Z — 
          Send a check made out to AARTA to: Ann Luker, 1978 Fays Lane, Sugar Grove, IL 60554

Number of reservations __________                Number of VEGETARIAN MEALS _______ 

Name ________________________________________________  $15.00

Name ________________________________________________  $ _______ 
       

          Total $ _______

President: Ron Nickerson
Secretary: Margaret Nickerson
Treasurer: Meg Safarik
Immediate Past President: Maureen Granger
Foundation Services & Welfare: Kirk 
 Harding
Health Information & Protective Services: 
 Fay Wilson
Legislative: Linda Allison, Jerry Lubshina
Member Benefits: Marlin Mittag

Membership: Sue Fitzsimons, Tom Griffith
Newsletter: Barb Zillgitt
Program: Arlene Hawks, Dick Schindel
Public Relations:
Retirement Education: Yvonne Hollingsworth, 
 Pam Colwell
Sunshine: Dorothy Ellis
Directory: Dennis Erford, Tom Griffith
Reservations: Ann Luker, Joanne Hughes
Scholarship Liaison: Maureen Granger

AARTA Board of Directors 
and Committee Chairs

Board meetings are held at 9:00 a.m. on the first Tuesday of 
January, March, May, September and November at SciTech, 18 
W. Benton, Aurora, IL.

General luncheon meetings are at 12:00 p.m. on the first 
Tuesday of February, April, June, October and December at 
Gaslite Manor, 2485 Church Road, Aurora.

Newsletter items are due by noon on the first Tuesday of 
January, March, May, September and November. Send them to 
barbzillgitt@earthlink.net.

Lunch dates for 

2013 - 2014

December 3

February 4

April 1

June 3
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 The Reader !Aurora Area Retired Teachers Association

Sue Fitzsimons
637 Terry Ave.
Aurora, IL 60506

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

 

  

    Next meeting December 3, 2013
  Reservations due November 22, 2013

December Luncheon
Discover the sound of woodwind instruments as we enjoy 
holiday carols and popular movements from The 

Nutcracker as presented by the woodwind quintet of The 
Fox Valley Orchestra. You’ll also get a chance to vote on 

our 2014 - 15 officers and connect with former 
colleagues.

Make your reservations now by filling out and mailing in 
the form on the preceding page along with the appropriate 

payment. Remember that guests are always welcome.

MENU 
Salad w/choice of 

dressing
Rolls/Butter

Roast loin of pork
Coconut rice

Glazed carrots
Peppermint ice 

cream
Coffee/Tea

Cash Bar


